SOUTH AFRICA:
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE & FEMICIDE

INTRODUCTION

South Africa is characterised by a strong legislative and policy-enabling environment aligned with
international conventions that seek to protect and promote the rights of women. At the same time, a
comprehensive set of government programmes and dynamic civil society organisations (CSOs) are
providing essential services to victims and survivors of GBVF.

Notwithstanding the legislative and policy strides in combating Gender Based Violence and Femicide
(GBVF),as well as the myriad of interventions by state and non-state actors, South Africa continues to
record high levels of GBVF. According to South Africa’s 2016 Demographic and Health Survey, one in five
women older than 18 has experienced physical violence. This figure is reportedly higher in the poorest
households, where at least one in three women has reported physical violence. A 2009 Medical Research
Council study reported that three women die at the hands of their intimate partner every day. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) estimates that 12.1in every 100 000 women are killed by an intimate partner in
South Africa each year - over 5 times worse than the global average of 2.6.

Gender-Based Violence disproportionately affects women, girls and gender non-conforming persons,
with men being the main perpetrators of this type of violence. The advent of the COVID-19 pandemic in
March 2020 further exacerbated the GBVF crisis. The pandemic has left women and girls more vulnerable
to existing and new forms of violence. Adolescent girls are most vulnerable and at high risk of child
marriage and rape. Restrictions in movements resulted in many women and girls being trapped with
violent perpetrators in their home setting. Information from the Gauteng Department of Health shows
that more than 23,000 girls aged under 18 gave birth between April 2020 and March 2021.

The Quarter 1 Crime Stats for the 2020/2021 financial year presented by Police Minister Bheki Cele in
August 2021 also revealed the following:

10 006 people were raped between April and June 2021, an increase of 4 201 cases, amounting to a
72.4% increase, compared to the 2019/2020 previous reporting period.

A sample of 5 439 rape cases revealed that 3 766 of the rape incidents took place at the home of the
victim or the home of the rapist.

487 rape cases were domestic violence related.

During the same quarter, 897 women were murdered, 64 more than in the same quarter from the
previous year — an increase of 7.7%. Sexual offence cases increased by 4.7%, with 9 556 rapes between
July and September up 7.1% from the previous year’'s second quarter — 8 922.

The Quarter 2 Crime Stats for the 2020/2021 financial year revealed that 9 556 people were raped between
July and September 2021, an increase of 634 cases, amounting to a 71% increase compared to the previous
reporting period. 400 rape cases during the period were domestic violence related.

Contact: 9

Asger Kjaerum, IRCT, akj@irct.org, m irCt ( ' CS\/R

4527122197 . International Rehabilitation Centre for the Study of
Nyari Pariola, CSVR, npariola@csvr.org.za, Council for Torture Victims Violence and Reconciliation

+27 83 716 8357



SOUTH AFRICA: GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AND FEMICIDE UPR BRIEFING NOTE

PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATION

= Develop a comprehensive, multisectoral national strategic plan on gender-based violence (Netherlands).

[ Adopt additional measures to combat all kinds of gender-based violence and to enforce the existing legislation on the
matter by, inter alia, promoting awareness campaigns and providing appropriate care to women and girls victims of
violence (Brazil)

CURRENT STATE OF IMPLEMENTATION

] In 2020, the South African government established the National Strategic Plan (NSP) on GBVF, which for multisectoral
collaboration between government, communities, civil society, the private sector and all parts of society to address GBVF.

[ In 2022, three key national laws were amended to strengthen action against GBVF: the Criminal and Related Matters
Amendment (CRMA) Act, Domestic Violence Act Amendment (DVAA) Act and the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related
Matters) Amendment Act Amendment (SORMAAA) Act.

[ However, these significant law and policy changes have not resulted in tangible changes in the lives of rights holders.
As indicated in the NSP Year 1 Rollout report, it has not been embedded in key government departments and in the
experience of CSVR, the government has taken very little concrete action to implement the NSP.

m The Government has also failed to raise awareness about the NSP both with the public and with within key state
institutions such as the South Africa Police Service (SAPS). This further delays implementation and prevents the public
from holding the Government accountable.

[ A key challenge in driving implementation of the NSP is the delayed establishment of the National Council on GBVF
(NCGBVF), which is meant to be the multi-sectoral custodian of the NSP. The Department of Women, Youth and Persons
with Disabilities currently leads the coordination of the NSP but this is not as effective as it would be where it driven by
a dedicated National Council. Some steps have been taken towards establishing the National Council but so far it has not
been constituted.

[ Finally, there is no systematic collection of disaggregated data on GBVF at local, provincial and national levels. The

leads to significant underreporting and prevents the development of responses that effectively address GBVF in the
geographical and societal sectors where it is the most widespread.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1.  Popularisation of the NSP-GBVF, laws and other legal instruments that protect from or prevent GBVF at community,
provincial and national levels on an ongoing basis

2. Establish the National Council for the National Strategic Plan on Gender Based Violence and Femicide (NSP-GBVF) by 30
June 2023.

3.  Collection of reliable and disaggregated data on types of GBVF crimes, gender, age, disability, geographical area and
the nature of relationship between victims and perpetrator to create solutions that respond to the lived realities of
communities affected by GBVF
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