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Nairobi Declaration, October 2024

On 24, 25 and 26 September, we, the survivors of torture, families and affected communities of
14 African countries, met in Nairobi, Kenya to share our experiences and opinions with the UN
Special Rapporteur against Torture Dr Alice Edwards and become active actors of the global anti-
torture movement

We are mothers, fathers, daughters, sons, grandparents, good friends, active members of
our communities affirming our agency and support and solidarity with each other and all other
survivors of torture.

We are tired of being humiliated, tortured, disappeared and killed by agents of our states based
on groundless accusations, because of who we are, based on our gender, ethnicity, race,
nationality, class, right to control our bodies, opinions, political positions and sexual
orientations.

We are outraged that our families, friends and communities are targeted and that we are treated
as criminals, vandals or terrorists by the people in charge of our protection and security

All these actions destroy our lives, stigmatize us, leave us with physical and psychological
wounds, in economic ruin, and with our families and communities broken. It leaves us isolated
from our families, friends and communities - very alone.

We are disappointed that the long road we have traveled in search of justice, truth, reparation,
and non- repetition has led to no concrete results and that even when national, regional, or
international courts and mechanisms order justice and reparation, there is absolutely no action.

We are convinced that no circumstances, terrorism, war, electoral contest, protest, should be
considered as an exceptional excuse to tolerate torture in Africa

United as survivors of torture and multiple other human rights violations we decide to create
our own network of torture survivors in Africa, and we raise our voice to demand that our states
take serious action to end torture and rehabilitate us on our continent.

We declare today that we want to live in dignity in our own countries, in the land of our ancestors.
Together we call on our African States to:

o End torture, ill-treatment and related human rights violations so that our continent can
become the first torture free region.

e Ensure that all this work is implemented with active involvement of survivors and based
on our expressed needs and desires in a process that provides equal space for women
and minority groups to be heard.

o Ratify and effectively implement international and regional human rights treaties and
adopt national legislation that criminalises torture and ensures justice and reparation for
victims.

e Ensure that all victims get reparations including acknowledgement of the truth of the
crimes that were done to us, rehabilitation so that we can start healing and livelihood and
educational support so that we can regain our autonomy and help our children.

o Implement decisions by international, regional and national courts immediately and
completely so survivors can get the justice and reparation we have been fighting for during
many years.
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e |ssue public apologies to all torture survivors and issue instructions to all public officials
that torture will not be tolerated under any circumstances.

We also call on the international regional human rights system to:

e Provide us timely and clear information about the status of our cases and what is being
done to ensure that decisions on justice and reparations are implemented.

e Create safe and confidential spaces where, as survivors and victims of torture, we can
share our testimonies, outline our expectations for justice and articulate our own
perceptions of adequate reparations and healing.

We call on all civil society organizations active in the fight against torture in Africa to:

e Ensure that the experiences, opinions, and voices of victims are central in the
development of strategies against torture.

o Ensure that victims are always the central actors in activities against torture, including
campaigns, advocacy actions, and training.

e Ensure that the opinions expressed and the best interests of the victims are always the
primary focus in cases of torture.

Signatories

Network of torture survivors in Africa

Donatien Ndabigeze, Burundi
Koko Anne-Marie KRA and Edwige Brin, Cote d’lvoire
Women’s Association for Women & Victims’ Empowerment, The Gambia
Saran Cissé, Guinea
AKAKPO Komi Adjete Dzifa, Togo
Concilia Chinanzvavana, Zimbabwe

And others from

Cameroon
Chad
Democratic Republic of the Congo
The Gambia
Kenya
Mali
Nigeria
Sudan
Uganda
Zimbabwe



