


















































































Weakened 
democracy 

Truth and Partial Justice in Argentina: 
An update, 91 pages. Issued as a report 
from Americas Watch by Human Rights 
Watch. 
Also available in Spanish: Americas 
Watch, centro de Estudios Legales y 
Sociales (CELS). Verdad y justicia en 
la Argentina: Actualizaci6n. Buenos 
Aires: CELS, 1991. 
The report is a reissue of the one pub­
lished in August 1987 with an update 
on the status of human rights in Argen­
tina. This publication is still a consider­
able contribution to the illumination of 
certain aspects of impunidad 

The first issue of this report describes 
the process by which Argentine society 
under democratic rule tried to come to 
grips with the legacy of human rights 
violations during the military dicta­
torship in the years 1976-1983. This 
report covered governmental decisions, 
judicial actions and initiatives from 
civil society and promulgation of the 
Due Obedience Law. 

This first report further describes the 
democratic debate that preceded and 
accompanied some very worthy gov­
ernmental decisions seeking to provide 
accountability for past crimes and - as 
it is said in the introduction - also re­
ports on the slow and seemingly 
inexorable retrenchment of men of 
arms and their civilian allies to resist the 
process of truth and justice and to de­
mand political vindication for what 
they consider a victory over subversion. 

Since the situation in Argentina has 
not remained unchanged in the 3 years 
since the publication, the editors now 
want to update the information gained 
during these years. One of the reasons 
for this is the existence ,of impunity, 
which explains and fosters the persis­
tence of egregious violations of human 
rights despite the new direction of the 
hemisphere away from authoritarian­
ism towards states with governments 
based on free elections. 

The second part of the report deals 
with the status of human rights in Ar­
gentina at the time of the issue of the 
report. The authors take up the fol­
lowing items: 

The issuing of presidential pardons 
for further investigations or prosecu­
tions in spite of domestic and intema-
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t-ional pressure, governmental attitude 
towards human rights problems, milita­
ry uprising , an exposition of the la Ta­
blada episode (an army installation 
near Buenos Aires), an attack by a 
group of armed men and women in a 
one-day battle (they were trapped in­
side when police surrounded the bar­
racks and 28 of them died in the end), 
some examples of attacks on the inde­
pendence of the judiciary, and finally a 
referring to the US policy. 

The authors state that the heightened 
consciousness in Argentine society, ex­
pressed in the unequivocal result of · 
opinion polls about the pardons, is the 
best hope for democracy in Argentina; 
they agreed with the majority of the 
Argentine people that crimes against 
humanity should not go unpunished. 
Governments are obliged by interna­
tional law to investigate, prosecute, and 

< 

Democracia 
debilitada 

Truth and Partial Justice in Argentina: 
An update, 91 paginas. Editado por Hu­
man Rights Watch como un informe de 
Americas Watch 
Tambien disponible en espaiiol: Ameri­
cas Watch, Centro de Estudios Legales 
y Sociales ( CELS ). Verdad y j us ticia en 
la Argentina: actualizaci6n. Buenos 
Aires: CELS, 1991. 
El informe es una reedici6n del que se 
public6 en agosto de 1987, con una 
actualizaci6n de la situaci6n de los de­
rechos humanos en la Argentina. Esta 
publicaci6n sigue siendo una contribu­
ci6n importante para dilucidar ciertos 
aspectos de la impunidad 

La primera edici6n de este informe 
describe el proceso en el que la sociedad 
argentina, ya bajo regimen democrati­
co, se esforz6 por esclarecer a fondo las 
consecuencias de las violaciones de los 
derechos humanos acaecidas durante la 
dictadura militar entre 1976 y 1983. 
Este informe se referia a las decisiones 
gubernamentales, acciones judiciales e 
iniciativas civiles, y a la promulgaci6n 
de la Ley de Obediencia Debida. 

Este primer informe describe ademas 
el debate democratico que precedi6 y 
acompafi6 a algunas decisiones guber­
namentales muy valiosas, encarninadas 
a rendir cuenta de los crimenes del pa-

punish crimes against humanity. Polit­
ically, punishment is necessary to es­
tablish a democracy where there are no 
privileged and particularly no privil­
eged criminal defendants. That is to 
say, a democracy where no one is above 
the law. Such crimes must be punished 
as an expression of respect by society 
for the victim. 

But steps in the wrong direction have 
objectively weakened democracy in 
Argentina by making it seemingly una­
ble to settle disputes over criminal ac­
.tions without regard to the power and 
influence of the perpetrators. As the 
authors stress: Democracy in Argentina 
is not in an immediate danger, but the 
hopes and aspirations of common men 
and women on its potential have been 
dealt a severe blow. 

Henrik Marcussen 
Medical Editor, TORTURE 

sado, y -como se dice en la introduc­
ci6n- el informe tambien se refiere al 
lento y, al parecer inexorable atrinche­
rarniento de los militares y sus aliados 
civiles que se oponen al proceso en pos 
de la verdad y la justicia, y reivindican 
la justificaci6n politica de lo que ellos 
consideran un triunfo sobre la subver­
sion. 

Dado que la situaci6n en la Argentina 
no ha permanecido inalterada en los 3 
afios y medio transcurridos desde la 
publicaci6n, los editores desean actua­
lizar ahora la informaci6n recopilada 
durante estos afios . Una de las razones 
es el hecho de la impunidad, que explica 
y nutre la persistencia de ignominiosas 
violaciones de los derechos humanos, a 
pesar de que los paises del hemisferio 
han tornado otro rumbo alejandose del 
autoritarismo y convirtiendose en esta­
dos con gobiernos basados en eleccio­
nes libres. 

La segunda parte del informe descri­
be la situaci6n de los derechos humanos 
en la Argentina en el momento de edi­
tarse el informe. Los autores abordan 
los puntos siguientes: 

Los indultos presidenciales para im­
pedir ulteriores investigaciones o enjui­
ciamientos a pesar de la presi6n nacio­
nal e intemacional , la actitud del go­
bierno respecto a los problemas de los 
derechos humanos, la sublevaci6n mi­
litar, una exposici6n del episodio de La 
Tablada (instalaci6n militar cerca de 
Buenos Aires) , un ataque por un grupo 
de hombres y mujeres armados, en una 
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batalla que dur6 un dfa (fueron atrapa­
dos cuando la policfa rode6 las barra­
cas, y 28 de ellos dejaron alli la vida) , 
algunos ejemplos de ataques a la inde­
pendencia de! poder judicial, y final­
mente una referencia a la politica de los 
EE.DU. 

Los autores afirman que la mayor 
conciencia en la sociedad argentina, tal 
como se expres6 en el resultado ine­
quivoco de las encuestas realizadas so­
bre los indultos, es la mejor esperanza 
para la democracia en Argentina; los 
autores coinciden con la mayoria de la 
poblaci6n en que los crimenes contra la 
humanidad no deben permanecer impu­
nes. El derecho internacional obliga a 
los gobiemos a investigar, enjuiciar y 
castigar a los responsables de crimenes 
contra la humanidad. Politicamente el 
castigo es necesario para poder estable­
cer una democracia sin privilegios para 
nadie, y menos para los acusados crimi­
nales . Es decir, una democracia en que 
nadie este por encima de la Ley. Tales 
crimenes deben castigarse como una 
muestra del respeto de la sociedad para 
con la victima. 

Pero, objetivamente, la democracia 
argentina se ve debilitada al no ser 
capaz de resolver las disputas sobre los 
actos criminales sin tomar en conside­
raci6n el poder y la influencia de los 
perpetradores. Como lo puntualizan los 
autores: la democracia argentina nose 
halla en peligro inmediato, pero las 
esperanzas y aspiraciones que guarda­
ban los argentinos de a pie con respecto 
a su potencial, han sufrido un duro 
golpe. 

Henrik Marcussen 
Medical Editor, TORTURE 

Diary from Panama 
and El Salvador 

Grahame Russell. the never ending. 
1992. 102 p. lllustrations by Caleli and 
Sandra. A private publication: A.P. 
189-1002, San Jose, Costa Rica. Price 
US$ 4 or 500 colones. 
This book, the never ending is a summa­
ry of diary excerpts from the author's 
first two years working on human rights 
issues throughout Central America, 
with CODEHUCA [the Central Ameri­
can Human Rights Commission]. 

During recent travels to Panama and 
El Salvador (March and May and June 
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1992) he participated in workshops on 
economic and social rights and travel­
led to different places in both countries. 
He learned about and saw a huge and 
apparently increasing amount of pover­
ty. The statistics from most other coun­
tries in the region give a similar picture 
of increasing economic and social 
hardship, an increasing split between 
the few rich and many poor. 

While there are numerous positive 
efforts going on in the region to put an 
end to systematic and predictable hu­
man rights violations much of the never 
ending poverty and violence continues. 

These are the very conditions that 
underlie most of the historical repres­
sion and violence in the region by the 
"first world" nations, by the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. 

The drawings in black and white ex­
press despair and suppression,_ as well 
as hope. 

V.P. 

Diario de Panama 
y El Salvador 

"the never ending". [lo que nunca 
cesa]. Por Gralwme Russell. 1992. 102 
paginas. Ilustraci6nes por Caleli y San­
dra. Unapublicaci6nprivada: A.P.189 
- 1002, San Jose, Costa Rica. Precio 
US$ 4 6 500 colones. 
Este libro the never ending es un resu­
men de los compendios del diario del 
autor que relata de los primeros dos 
aiios que estuvo trabajando por la causa 
de los derechos humanos en todo Cen­
tro America con CODEHUCA [la Co­
misi6n de los Derechos Humanos de 
Centro America]. 

En recientes viajes a Panama y El 
Salvador (marzo, mayo y junio de 
1992) el particip6 en un grupo de estu­
dios de economia y derechos sociales y 
viaj6 a diferentes lugares en ambos 
paises. Descubri6 una gran y aparente­
mente creciente pobreza. Las estadfsti­
cas de la mayoria de los paises de la 
region muestran una imagen similar de 
creciente sufrimiento economico y so­
cial, una diferencia cada vez mayor en­
tre los pocos ricos y los muchos pobres. 

Mientras se hacen numerosos esfuer­
zos en la region para terminar con las 

violaciones sistematicas y previsibles 
de los derechos humanos gran parte de 
la pobreza y violencia que nunca cesa, 
continua existiendo. 

Estas mismas son las condici6nes que 
estan detras de la represi6n y violencia 
hist6rica de la region provocadas por 
"las primeras naciones", por El Fondo 
Monetario Internacional y World Bank. 

Los dibujos en blanco y negro expre­
san tanto desesperaci6n y represi6n 
como esperanza. 

Medicine 
betrayed 

V.P. 

Medicine betrayed: The participation 
of doctors in human rights abuses. Zed 
Books Ltd. in association with BMA, 
1992. Price£ 12.95. 
The book, which has taken two years to 
research, reveals how doctors in some 
countries co-operate with torturers by 
administering drugs, alerting them to 
the particular weaknesses of victims' 
abilities to withstand torture. 

The experiences of Amnesty Interna­
tional, the British and US branches of 
Physicians for Human Rights, the Jo­
hannes Wier Foundation, etc., have 
helped, particularly with respect to as­
sessing the reliability of the information 
provided. 

Medicine betrayed is an excellently 
prepared book. It covers a delicate ana­
lysis of a topic which contradicts the 
core of the medical profession and 
which is shameful for the persons in­
volved, namely, the physicians who are 
indifferent to and even contribute to 
torture. 

The book allows the examination of 
an important link, the physician, in the 
prevention of torture. It should increase 
the insight of the physicians into their 
role in and against torture, should en­
courage them in their attitudes against 
it, and thus make an important contribu­
tion to the prevention of torture. 

I think that it will be most useful for 
the Medical Associations of the various 
countries to translate it into their own 
languages . 

Veli Ltik, MD, Professor 
Corresponding Editor, TORTURE 

Izmir, Turkey 
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Violation of medical neutrality 
Violation of Medical Neutrality. Eds. 
G.L. Wackers and C.T.M. Wennekes. 
Amsterdam: Thesis Publishers, 1992. 
ISBN 90-5170-115-2. 128 pages. Price 
Dfl. 30 or US$ 20. 
This book comprises the proceedings of 
an international conference in June 
1991 on Violation of Medical Neutrali­
ty , at Limburg University, Maastricht, 
The Netherlands. The chapters deal 
particularly with international humani-

tarian law and violations of it, including 
a few examples from the 1980s. 

The main chapter is the excellent re­
view of the conference' s topic by Pro­
fessor Frits Kalshoven, Leiden Univer­
sity. After outlining the history of inter­
national humanitarian law from the 
1960s, he described the Geneva Con­
ventions of 1949 and the Additional 
Protocols adopted in 1977. 

Three chapters deal with the viola-

tions; unfortunately , several other 
examples from the present time could 
be added. 

I recommend this book to all centres 
engaged in human rights , mainly be­
cause of the sound and comprehensive 
expose of the legal aspects . 

JS'lrgen Cohn 
Professor of Paediatrics 

Uni versity ofTromsS'I 
Troms!'I, Norway 

Selected list of publication 
received in the RCT-International Documentation Centre with reference to the question of impunity 

Argentina : consequencias psicosociales y clinicas 
a mediano plazo de la represi6n poli tica y la 
impunida/Lagos, Dario M . - E.A.T.I.P. - Equipo 
Argentina de Trabajo e Investigaci6n Psicosocial . 
-Buenos Aires (Argentina) : 18 p. 

Argentina: psyc ho-social and clinical consequen­
ces of political repression and impunity in the 
medium term/Lagos, Dario. - E.A.T.l.P. -Equi po 
Argentino de Trabajo e lnvestigaci6n Psicosocial. 
- 9p. 

Algunas consideraciones sobre los efec tos psi­
col6gicos de la impunidad en parejas efectadas 
directas por la repres i6n political Aguiar, Elina. -
Buenos Aires (Argentina) : 6 p. 

Bolivia: almost nine years and still no verdict in 
the "trial of responsibilities"/Americas Watch. -
News from Americas Watch. - 1992; v. 4 ( 11 ) 
-8 p . 

Report on the Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances/United Nations. 
Economic and Social Council. Commiss ion on 
Human Rights. - 1993. - 160 p.: ill. - Forty-ninth 
sess ion. Item 10 (c) on the provisional agenda. -
E/CN.4/ 1992/L. 

Human rights in India: police killings and rural 
violence in Andhra Pradesh/Asia Watch. - New 
York, NY: Human Rights W atch, 1992. - 5 i' p. 

Human rights violations against the indigenous 
peoples of the Americas/ Amnesty International . 
- London: Amnesty International, 1992. - 114 p.: 
ill. 

India: torture, rape & deaths in custody/Amnesty 
International. - London: Amnesty International , 
1992. - 195 p.: ill. 

Medicos torturadores: la hora de la verdad/GG. -
Brecha. - 1992 . - 1 p . 

The Nigeri an police force: a culture of impuni­
ty/Lawyers Committee for Human Rights. New 
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York: Lawyers Committee for H\lITlan Rights, 
1992. - ii , 38 p. 

Paraguay: an encouraging victory in the search for 
truth and j ustice/Americas W atch. - Americas 
Watch 1992; vol. 4, No. 9. - 32 p. 

La policia mat6 a 104 inocentes/Rodreiguez, Car­
los. - El Porteiio. - 1992. - p. 16-20. 

Salud mental : la communidad como apoyo/Be­
ristai n, Carlos Martin ; Riera, Francese. - Bar­
celona: Virus edi torial, 1992. - 2 18 p .: ill. 

Impunity' s psycho logical effects : its e thical con­
sequences/Kordon, Diana R. - Journal of medical 
ethics. - v. l 7(supplement). - 1991. - p. 29-32. -
International symposium on torture and the medi ­
cal profession (19900605: I 9900607: Troms!'I, 
Norway) . 

l nforme de la Comisi6n aciona l de Verdad y 
Reconciliaci6n Santi ago: 199 1. - 3 vols. (xvi, 448 
p.; xv i p. 449-887; xvi, 463 p.) . 

Mexico: torture with impunity/Amnesty Interna­
tional. - London: Amnesty International, 199 1. -
54 p.: ill. 

Peru: human rights in a climate often-or/Amnesty 
International. - London: Amnesty International, 
1991. - 76 p. 

Unceasing abuses: human ri ghts in Mexico one 
year after the introduction of reforms : an Ameri­
cas Watch report/Human Rights Watch. - New 
York, NY: Human Rights Watch, 1991. - i, 35 p. 

Verdad y justicia e n la Argentina: actualiza­
ci6n/ Americas W atch ; Centro de Estudios Lega­
les y Sociales (CELS). - Washington, D.C. ; 
Bue nos Aires: Americas Watch; CELS , 199 1. -
!!Op. 

Argentina y la tortw·a: obligacion de juzgar a los 
responsables/Rogers, George C. - Buenos Ai res: 
Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS), 
1990. - 78 p. - (Cuadernos de! CELS ; vol. 1, no. 
2). 

Forgetting and remembering: balancing the needs 
of society and the individual/Garcia-Peltoniemi, 
Rosa E. - 1990. - 8 p . The Impact of Impunity 

and Compensation on Rehabilitation ( 19901028 
-1 990103 1: New Orleans). 

L ' implication de medecins dans la torture au Pa­
raguay a la lumiere du droit international de pro­
tection des droits de l'homme/Benitez Gavilan, 
Nancy Graciela. - Memoire. - Lyo n: Uni versite 
catholique de Lyon. Institut des droits de l' hom­
me, 1990. - 202 p. 

A miracle, a uni verse: settl ing accounts with tor­
turers/Weschler, Lawrence. - New York: Panthe­
on Books, 1990. - ix, 293 p. 

Argentina: juicio a los militares: documentos se­
cretos decretos-leyes jurisprudencia Argentina: 
Rama Argentina de la Asociaci6n Americana de 
Juris tas, 1988. - 245 p. - (Cuadernos de la Aso­
ciaci6n Americana de Juristas; N o. 4) 

El Camino de la ni ebla: la desaparici6n forzada 
en Colombia y su impunidad. - Bogota: Liga 
Colombiana por los Derechos y la Liberaci6n de · 
los Pueblos-Colecti vo de Abogados Jose Alvear 
Restrepo, 1988. - 32 1 p.: ill. 

Culpables para la sociedad - impunes por la 
ley/Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo ... e t al. -Buenos 
Aires: Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo ... et al ., 1988. 
- 122 p.: ill. 

Psychologica l effects of political repression/Kor­
do n, Diana R .; Edelman, Lucila I.; Psychological 
Assistance to Mothers of Plaza de Mayo Group 
(eds.). - Bue nos Aires : Sudameri cana/Planeta, 
1988. - 197 p. 

Culpables para la sociedad - libres por la 
ley/Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo et al. - Buenos 
Aires: Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo, 1987. - 44 p.: 
ill . 

Syria: torture by the security forces/ Amnesty In­
ternational. - London: Amnesty Internati onal 
Publications, 1987. - 44 p.: ill. 

Efectos psicologicos de la represion politica/Kor­
don, Diana R. ; Edelman, Lucila I; Equipo de 
Asistencia Psicologica de Madres de Plaza de 
Mayo. - Buenos Aires: Sudamericana/Planeta, 
1986. - 178 p. 
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Proclamation against impunity 

A Chilean initiative 

Santiago, 24 June 1993 

In view of the latest alarming events in 
Chile, and the pressure finally to secure 
impunity for those responsible for the 
serious human rights violations during 
the military regime, we, the undersign­
ed groups and organizations, feel it our 
duty vis-a-vis public opinion to express 
the following: 

1. Our institutions represent to a large 
extent the history and conscience of 
the Chilean people with respect to 
the tragic human costs of state ter­
rorism. We know its political se­
quelae - social , legal, moral, and 
psychosocial - and for this reason 
we tum vehemently against any at­
tempt to use political and admini­
strative tricks to weaken the efforts 
to obtain justice and truth which our 
society needs so much to create a 
social togetherness within the frame 
of a humanistic ethic with respect 
for life. 

2. The present efforts to secure impu­
nity as quickly as possible are an 
expression of certain sectors of so-

ciety that want to disregard inter­
national legal agreements, the peo­
ple's sovereignty, and the Chileans' 
reasonable wish for reconciliation 
based on a full investigation of all 
events and the rule of justice. 

3. We believe that any solution of the 
problems concerning human rights 
must take place within the frames 
expressed by the Minister of Justice 
in President Aylwin's government 
when he said: "The efforts to make 
the process flexible or to appoint 
extra ministers cannot be interpreted 
as an amnesty law or a fini;il solu­
tion" And he went on: "There will 
be justice and we hope to ·gather 
together all information about the 
past so that the relatives will be able 
to find all the corpses of those who 
disappeared". 
With respect to the past, we want to 
bring to mind the fact that, accord­
ing to international law, crimes 
against humanity, however far in the 
past, cannot be given amnesty. 

4. We want to make clear our refusal to 
accept proceedings that severely vi­
olate fundamental human rights, and 

Declaraci6n Publica contra la impunidad 
Una iniciativa chilena 

Santiago, 24 de junio de 1993 

Las instituciones y agrupaciones fir­
mantes, ante los inquietantes aconteci­
mientos de los ultimos dfas que presio­
nan para consumar demanera definitiva 
la impunidad para los responsables de 
las graves violaciones a los derechos 
humanos perpetradas durante el regi­
men militar, se hacen un deber en 
expresar a la opinion publica lo siguien­
te: 

l. Nuestros organismos son deposita­
rios de una significati va parte de la 
memoria hist6rica del pueblo chile­
no en lo relati vo a los tragicos costos 
humanos que signific6 el terrorismo 
de estado. Conocemos sus implican­
cias polfticas, sociales, jurfdicas, 
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morales y psicosociales, raz6n por la 
cual rechazamos energicamente 
cualquier intento de utilizaci6n de 
procedimientos politico-administra­
tivos con elfin de debilitar los obje­
tivos de verdad y justicia que la so­
ciedad requiere imperiosamente 
para construir la convivencia social 
en los marcos de una etica humanista 
y de respeto a la vida. 

2. Los esfuerzos hoy en curso para ma­
terializar la impunidad en el corto 
plazo corresponden a algunos secto­
res de la sociedad, interesados en 
desconocer los compromisos jurfdi­
cos internacionales, la soberanfa 
ciudadana y el legftimo anhelo de los 
chilenos de reconciliarse en base al 
esclarecimiento pleno de los hechos 
y a la aplicaci6n de justicia. 

thus to underline our decision to 
continue actively in the defense of 
human rights. 
All this is the background to our 

decision to unite the undersigned 
groups in one organization - Grupo 
de compromiso par la verdad, la 
justicia y la paz, which will give the 
whole Chilean society all the neces­
sary information to show how dan­
gerous impunity is in its character, 
and how it destroys the fight for 
truth and justice. We want to take 
part in the creation of a strong 
movement to develop ideas and so­
cial efforts to spread a solid under­
standing of human rights, an inev­
itable and invincible precondition 
for the consolidation of democracy. 

Grupo de compromiso por la verdad, 
la justicia y la paz 
CINTRAS - Centro de Salud Mental y Derechos 

Humanos 
CODEPU - Contite de Defensa de los Derechos 

del Pueblo 
FASIC-Fundaci6n de Ayuda Social de las Igle­

sias Cristianas 
PIDEE - Protecci6n a la Infancia Dafiada por los 

Estados de Emergencia 
SERP AJ - Servicio Paz y Justicia 
AFDD - Agrupaci6n de Familiares de Detenidos 

Desaparecidos 
AFEP - Agrupaci6n de Familiares de Ejecutados 

Polfticos 

3. Creemos que toda soluci6n al pro­
blema de los derechos humanos 
debe darse dentro de los marcos 
seiialados por el Ministro de Justicia 
del Gobierno de! PresidenteAylwin, 
quien declar6 que: 
"Las medidas para agilizar los pro­
cesos o designar ministros suplentes 
para su conocimiento no pueden ser 
interpretadas como una ley de amni­
stfa o punto final"; y que "Se va a 
hacer justicia y esperamos que se 
reunan los antecedentes para que las 
personas sepan d6nde estan los 
cuerpos de los detenidos desapare­
cidos": 
En relaci6n a lo anterior recordamos 
que a la luz del derecho internacio­
nal los crimenes contra la humani­
dad son inamnistiables e impre­
scriptibles. 

4. Queremos manifestar nuestro recha­
zo por los procedimientos que aten­
tan contra los derechos fundamenta­
les de !as personas y ratificamos 
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nuestra determinaci6n de seguir 
contribuyendo activarnente a la de­
fensa de los derechos humanos. 
Esto ha motivado la decision de las 
instituciones abajo firmantes para 
crear el Grupo de compromiso par 
la verdad, la justicia y la paz, enti­
dad que estara destinada a aportar a 
la sociedad chilena toda la informa­
ci6n necesaria para probar el carac­
ter profundarnente dafuno de la irn­
punidad y agotar todos los esfuerzos 
por la verdad y la j usticia. Desearnos 

aportar a la creaci6n de un fuerte 
movirniento de pensamiento y ac­
ci6n social, cuya preocupaci6n sea 
el desarrollo de una s61ida concien­
cia de los derechos humanos, condi­
ci6n impostergable e imprescindible 
para la consol idaci6n de la democra­
cia. 

Grupo de compromiso por la verdad, 
la justicia y la paz 
CINTRAS - Centro de Salud Mental y Derechos 

Humanos 

Croatian Medical Bulletin 
not influenced by Government 

I read with great pleasure Dr. Diana 
Cox' review (TORTURE vol. 3, No. 1) 
of War Supplement 2 of the Croatian 
Medical Journal (CMJ, vol. 33, April 
1992), but I would like to add some 
remarks to it. Dr. Cox stated that "the 
publication of the Croatian Medical 
Journal is supported in part by the Croa­
tian Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Informatics and this may be reflect­
ed in the political views expressed by 
some authors''. No, this was not the 
case. 

particular. So it was understandable that 
doctors from Osijek, Vinkovci, Sisak, 
Zadar, Gospic, and other cities and 
towns that were under direct artillery 
fire interpreted the facts of their profes­
sional life more bitterly than is usual in 
scientific journals. 

I reviewed all the aiticles myself and 
did everything possible to mitigate 
harsh interpretations and comments. It 
was not easy for me either in those 

CODEPU - Comite de Defensa de los Derechos 
del Pueblo 

FASIC - Fundaci6n de Ayuda Social de las Igle­
sias Cristianas 

PIDEE - Protecci6n a la Infancia Dai\ada por los 
Estados de Emergencia 

SERPAJ - Servicio Paz y Justicia 
AFDD - Agrupaci6n de Familiares de Detenidos 

Desaparecidos 
AFEP-Agrupaci6n de Familiares de Ejecutados 

Politicos 

frightful times. It also required particu­
lar care not to hurt or insult people who 
passed through or witnessed unseen, 
unthinkable atrocities. Those who have 
not had such experiences can scarcely 
realize how painful it is for the authors 
when they are asked to reduce emotion 
in texts which document the deaths of 
children, patients, colleagues, and other 
innocent victims. 

Matko Marusic, MD, PhD 
Editor-in-Chief 

Croatian Medical Journal 
Zagreb, Croatia 

The ministry supports, with small in­
sufficient amounts of money, all scien­
tific/professional journals published in 
Croatia, but it does not in any way in­
fluence the policy of the journals, ex­
cept by insisting on world standards of 
production . I must say proudly that this 
was so even in the darkest times of 
communist oppression and Serbian 
domination (which worked here along 
the same lines and through the same 
mechanisms). 

The Ukrainian heritage 
from the former Soviet Union 

In a moderately developed country, 
with somewhat less than five million 
inhabitants, it is really impossible to run 
a scientific journal on a purely commer­
cial, financially independent basis, i.e. 
without any help from th~ government 
or a very generous donor. The scientific 
community is too small and poor to 
yield a sufficient number of subscribers 
and advertisements to enable a journal 
of this profile to live solely off its own 
income. I believe this holds for most 
similar journals in countries like ours. 

I am aware that the articles in the 
CMJ War Supplement 2 differed with 
respect to their authors' attitudes to the 
martial developments in Croatia during 
the Serbian aggression in 1991/92. 
Croatia was passing through horrible 
times - some parts of the country in 
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It cannot be said that torture and public 
executions exist as official policy in the 
Ukrainian state.But at the same time the 
heritage of the former Soviet Union is 
inevitably present, in the following 
manifestations in particular: 

1. Use of punishment cells with ex­
tremely high or extremely low am­
bient temperature, with the purpose 
of changing the behaviour of the 
prisoners or of obtaining confes­
sions at interrogation; 

2. The so-called dedowscheena or 
privileged position of soldiers who 
serve in the army for more than one 
year, i.e. the tradition in the Soviet 
army that recruits "joining the army 
life" were subjected to physical ill­
treatment and humiliation by the sol­
diers whose term of army service 
was expiring; 

3. Physical ill-treatment and humiliati­
on of children in orphanages and 
other child welfare institutions, par­
ticularly the closed ones. 

Reports and complaints about all these 
violations appear regularly in the 

Ukrainian press and in private petitions 
to officials. 

The outlook for the disappearance of 
the violations is rather vague. It is relat­
ed primarily to the ineffectiveness of 
the laws in the territories of the former 
Soviet Union (legal nihilism of the po­
pulation, weakness of power stmctures, 
mass corruption of the administration, 
etc.). Of no lesser significance, from 
our point of view, is the shortage of 
background educational programmes 
on human rights, both in high schools 
and at universities. Thus, even in the 
colleges at which there is professional 
training of students whose future acti­
vities may entail the risk of participa­
tion in torture, basic international docu­
ments that give correct orientation for 
the future professionals (declarations, 
conventions, professional codes of 
ethics, primary international standards, 
etc) are not studied. Unfortunately, this 
is the case with medical training. The 
few organizations and professional as­
sociations that exist in Ukraine to pro­
tect human rights are rather too weak to 
change the situation effectively. 

Semyon G!uzman, Kiev, Ukraine 
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Instruction to authors 

C.eneralrelllarks 
TORTURE is grateful for small news items as well as articles 
on everything connected to torture and the fight against it. 

However, it is advisable to contact the editors before writ­
ing the article! The editors will then consider the material for 
possible publication. 

The editors retain the customary right to style and if neces­
sary shorten material accepted for publication. 

Your manuscript should as possibly be prepared in corre­
spondence with the uniform requirements for manuscripts 
submitted to biochemical journals. This requirements - the 
Vancouver system - are in details described in Br Med J 1991 · 
302: 338-41 or N Engl J Med 1991; 334: 424-8 . ' 

Book reviews 
If you want to make a review of a pertinent book with relation 
to torture, please remember to inform about the publisher, 
number of pages and the price, preferably in US$ or UK£. 
The review should in the shortest possible way give a 
personal evaluation of the book - a mere description of the 
contents and some quotations are not sufficient. 

Sullllllary of requirelllents 
Please type the manuscript on white bond paper, A4 (212 x 
297 mm), with margins of at least 40 mm. (-1 in). Type only 
on one side of the paper. Use double-spacing throughout, 
including headline, text, acknowledgements , references, 
tables , and legends for illustrations. 

Please notice that we seldom publish more than two pages 
on the same subject, corresponding to appr. 250-300 lines 
with 52 characters per. line. A good illustration (photo, 
drawing or table) is always very welcome. 

If the manuscript is written on personal computer with DOS 
compatibility, please send the disc (5,25 or 3,5 in) with the 
manuscript formatted in ASCII or DOS. 

The manuscript should be accompanied by a covering letter 
with the name, the address, and telephone and/or fax number 
of the corresponding author. The letter should give any addi­
tional information that may be helpful to the editor. 

Details of address of author, a single qualification such as 
MD or PhD, and full professorship are published as a footnote 
to papers , and this information should be provided on the title 
page of the manuscript. A full address should be provided for 
the corresponding author. 
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References 
Should be numbered in the order in which they appear in the 
text. 

Articles in journals 
Standard journal article 
(List all authors, but if the number exceeds six give six 
followed by et al). 
You CH, Lee KY, Chey RY, Menguy R. Electrogastrogra­
phic study of patients 'With unexplained nausea, bloating and 
vomiting. Gastroenterology 1980 Aug; 79(2): 311-4 

Organization as author 
The Royal M.ftrsden Hospital Bone-Marrow Transplantation 
Team. Failure of syngeneic bone-marrow graft without pre­
conditioning in post-hepatitis marrow aplasia. Lancet 1977; 
II: 742-4. 

No author given 
Coffee drinking and cancer of the pancreas [editorial]. BMJ 
1981;283:628 

Books and other monographs 
Personal author(s) 
Colson JH, Amour WJ. Sports injuries and their treatment. 
2nd rev . ed. London: S. Paul, 1986. 

Editor(s), compiler as author 
Diener HC, Wilkinson M, editors. Drug-induced headache. 
New York: Springer-Verlag, 1988. 

Organization as author and publisher 
Virginia Law Foundation. The medical and legal implica­
tions of AIDS. Charlottesville: The Foundation, 1987. 

Chapters in a book 
Weinstein L, Swartz MN. Pathologic properties of invading 
microorganisms. In: Sodeman WA Jr, Sodeman WA, editors. 
Pathologic physiology: mechanisms of disease. Philadelphia: 
Saunders, 1974: 457-72. 

Other published material 
Newspaper article 
Rensberger B, Specter B. CFCs may be destroyed by natural 
process. The Washington Post 1989 Aug 7; Sect. A: 2 
(col 5). 

Audiovisual 
AIDS epidemic: the physician's role [ videorecording]. 
Cleveland (OH): Academy of Medicine of Cleveland, 1987. 

Legal material 
Toxic Substances Control Act: Hearing on S. 776 Before the 
Subcomm. on the Environment of the Senate Comm. on 
Commerce, 94th Cong., lst Sess. 343 (1975). 
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Impunity 
Many articles in the present issue of TORTURE deal with the 
problems of impunity, or impunidad, i.e. the fact that, even 
in countries where dictatorship has given way to democratic 
rule, many torturers and other violators of human rights go 
unpunished. In some countries, e.g. Chile, this results from 
the introduction of new amnesty laws, while in others, e.g. 
India, the same thing happens, though less overtly. The lack 
of punishment here may be referred to as de facto impuni­
dad; for example, even though torturers may be taken to 
court, they can profit from the legal system to obtain 
postponement after postponement so that there is no hear­
ing, let alone sentence. 

Wishing to stimulate debate on impunidad, and bearing 
in mind that the VI International Symposium on Torture 
and the Medical Profession will be held in Buenos Aires 
20-22 October 1993, the Editorial Board has printed these 
articles in both Spanish and English. 

Impunidad 
Muchos de los artfculos de esta edici6n de TORTURE aclaran 
la problematica del tema impunidad. Se trata del hecho de 
que muchos verdugos y otros criminales que violan los 
derechos humanos - aun despues de haberse restaurada la 
democracia - se libran de ser castigados. En algunos paises 
- coma por ejemplo en Chile - ocurre mediante las !eyes de 
amnistfa rnientras que en otros paises - coma la India -
sucede mas clandestinamente. En los casos mencionados 
se puede hablar de impunidad de facto en donde los ver­
dugos - a pesar de ser llevados a los tribunales nunca son 
castigados, por ejemplo porque se aprove- chan del sistema 
judicial para hacer innumerables demoras, de manera que 
no se los puede interrogar y como consecuencia tampoco 
pronunciar sentencia. 

Los artfculos sobre este tema se publicaran en espafiol e 
ingles . Esto se debe sobre todo al simposio en Buenos 
Aires, el 20-22 de octubre de 1993: VI Simposio Interna­
cional - La Tortura:: Un desafio para los medicos y otros 
profesionales de la salud. Es la esperanza de la redacci6n 
que podamos de esta forma estimular el debate sobre el 
tema impunidad. 

Tokyo, Japan 
June 6-9, 1994 

Victim Compensation Board§. All enquiries should be directed to: 
All enquiries should be directed to: International Secretari at 

Prof. G. Kirchhoff International Secretariat 
Prof. G. Kirchhoff 

Japan International Cultural Exchange 
Foundation: 1994 World Congress Ja­
pan: World Congress on Penitentiary 
Health Care and Treatment of Offen­
ders. 

Richard Wagner Strasse 101 
D-4050 Monchengladbach 1 
Germany 

Richard Wagner Strasse JO I 
D-4050 Monchengladbach I 
Germany 
Tel: (49) 2161 87295 
Fax: (49) 2161 186327 All enquiries should be directed to: Tel: (4940) 2161 87295 

Fax: (4940) 2161 186327 
'f 150 Shoto Shibuyaku Tokyo 2- 15-5 

Japan International Cultural Exchange 
Foundation 1994 World Congress 
Japan 

Adelaide, Australia 
August 21-26, 1994 

Jerusalem, Israel 
August 28-September 1, 1994 
World Association for Medical Law: 

Tel: (81) 3 3467 7316 
Fax: (81) 3 3467 7317 World Society ofVictimology in Asso­

ciation with the Australasian Society of 
Victimology: The 8th International 
Symposium on Victimology. 

The 1 Oth World Congress on Medical 
Law. 
All enquiries should be directed to: 

Congress Secretariat 
Prof. Amnon Carmi 
Congress President 
CIO Stier Group Ltd. 
28 Hayezira St. 

Adelaide, Australia 
August 17-19, 1994 
World Society of Victimology in Asso­
ciation with the Australasian Society of 
Victimology: Biennial Conference of 
the International Association of Crime 

R CTThe Rehabilitation and Research 
Centre for Torture Victims is an 
independent, humanitarian, non­

political organization established in 1982 to help 
victims of torture and to contribute to the 
prevention of torture. Its main objectives are 
to rehabilitate persons who have been subjected 
to torture, to rehabilitate their families, to 
instruct Danish health professionals in the 
examination and treatment of persons who have 
been subjected to torture, and to carry on 
research into the nature, the extent and the 
consequences of torture. 

Ramat Gan 52521 , Israel 
Tel: (972) 3 75 16422 
Fax: (972) 3 7516635 

I R CT The International 
Rehabilit~tion Council. for 
Torture V1ct1ms 1s a private 

non-profit foundation, created in 1986 by the 
RCT. The objectives of the foundation are, on an 
international basis, to support research into all 
aspects of torture, to support education and 
training of health professionals and of other 
relevant personnel in the medical, social, legal 
and ethical aspects of torture, and to serve as an 
international clearing house for information 
about torture activities. 


