












































































































































Impunity

Many articles in the present issue of TORTURE deal with the
problems of impunity, or impunidad, i.e. the fact that, even
in countries where dictatorship has given way to democratic
rule, many torturers and other violators of human rights go
unpunished. In some countries, e.g. Chile, this results from
the introduction of new amnesty laws, while in others, e.g.
India, the same thing happens, though less overtly. The lack
of punishment here may be referred to as de facto impuni-
dad; for example, even though torturers may be taken to
court, they can profit from the legal system to obtain
postponement after postponement so that there is no hear-
ing, let alone sentence.

Wishing to stimulate debate on impunidad, and bearing
in mind that the VI International Symposium on Torture
and the Medical Profession will be held in Buenos Aires
20-22 October 1993, the Editorial Board has printed these
articles in both Spanish and English.

Impunidad

Muchos delos articulos de esta edicion de TORTURE aclaran
la problemidtica del tema impunidad. Se trata del hecho de
que muchos verdugos y otros criminales que violan los
derechos humanos - aun después de haberse restaurada la
democracia - se libran de ser castigados. En algunos paises
- como por ejemplo en Chile - ocurre mediante las leyes de
amnistia mientras que en otros pafses - como la India -
sucede mds clandestinamente. En los casos mencionados
se puede hablar de impunidad de facto en donde los ver-
dugos - a pesar de ser llevados a los tribunales nunca son
castigados, por ejemplo porque se aprove- chan del sistema
judicial para hacer innumerables demoras, de manera que
no se los puede interrogar y como consecuencia tampoco
pronunciar sentencia.

Los articulos sobre este tema se publicaran en espafiol e
ingles. Esto se debe sobre todo al simposio en Buenos
Aires, el 20-22 de octubre de 1993: VI Simposio Interna-
cional - La Tortura: Un desafio para los médicos y otros
profesionales de la salud. Es la esperanza de la redaccion
que podamos de esta forma estimular el debate sobre el
tema impunidad.

Tokyo, Japan

June 6-9, 1994

Japan International Cultural Exchange
Foundation: 1994 World Congress Ja-
pan: World Congress on Penitentiary
Health Care and Treatment of Offen-
ders.

All enquiries should be directed to:

Prof. G. Kirchhoff

Germany

Victim Compensation Boards.
All enquiries should be directed to:

International Secretariat

Richard Wagner Strasse 101
D-4050 Monchengladbach 1

Tel: (4940) 2161 87295

All enquiries should be directed to:

International Secretariat
Prof. G. Kirchhoff

Richard Wagner Strasse 101
D-4050 Monchengladbach 1
Germany

Tel: (49) 2161 87295

Fax: (49) 2161 186327

Fax: (4940) 2161 186327

T 150 Shoto Shibuyaku Tokyo 2-15-5
Japan International Cultural Exchange
Foundation 1994 World Congress
Japan

Tel: (81) 3 3467 7316

Fax: (81) 3 3467 7317

Adelaide, Australia
August 17-19, 1994
World Society of Victimology in Asso-
ciation with the Australasian Society of
Victimology: Biennial Conference of
the International Association of Crime

RCT

The Rehabilitation and Research
Centre for Torture Victims is an
independent, humanitarian, non-

political organization established in 1982 to help
victims of torture and to contribute to the
prevention of torture. Its main objectives are

to rehabilitate persons who have been subjected
to torture, to rehabilitate their families, to
instruct Danish health professionals in the
examination and treatment of persons who have
been subjected to torture, and to carry on
research into the nature, the extent and the
consequences of torture.

Adelaide, Australia

August 21-26, 1994

World Society of Victimology in Asso-
ciation with the Australasian Society of
Victimology: The S8th International
Symposium on Victimology.

Jerusalem, Israel

August 28-September 1, 1994

World Association for Medical Law:
The 10th World Congress on Medical
Law.

All enquiries should be directed to:

Congress Secretariat
Prof. Amnon Carmi
Congress President

C/O Stier Group Ltd.

28 Hayezira St.

Ramat Gan 52521, Israel
Tel: (972) 3 7516422
Fax: (972) 3 7516635

[IRCT

'The International
Rehabilitation Council for
Torture Victims is a private

non-profit foundation, created in 1986 by the
RCT. The objectives of the foundation are, on an
international basis, to support research into all
aspects of torture, to support education and
training of health professionals and of other
relevant personnel in the medical, social, legal
and ethical aspects of torture, and to serve as an
international clearing house for information
about torture activities.




